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Note from a Fellow Learner:  None of these ideas 
or principles shared in this guide are new or original.  
They are a compilation of books, articles, websites 
and magazines I've read, and conversations I've 
wandered into.  I've included things that have made 
me pause and see past the "commonplaces of life."  
I have done my best to cite all root sources and to 
give credit to the creators.  This guide is not meant 
to outline a curriculum to follow, rather it's a 
suggested way to get you started on discovering 
ways to create spaces that build community, 
capacity and creativity.  

“It has always seemed to me, ever since early 
childhood, amid all the commonplaces of life, I was very 

near to a kingdom of ideal beauty. Between it and me 
hung only a thin veil. I could never draw it quite aside, 

but sometimes a wind fluttered it and I caught a glimpse 
of the enchanting realms beyond-only a glimpse-but 
those glimpses have always made life worthwhile.”

L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5350.L_M_Montgomery
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/58037865


This is an 

invitation to  

create. 

“Invention str ictly speaking, 
is l itt le more than a new 
combination of those images which have been 
previously gathered and deposited in the memory; 
nothing can come from nothing."

            -Sir Joshua Reynolds 



Create 
what? 

This is an invitation to create spaces that foster 
inquiry.  This guide is a suggested way to get you 
started on discovering ways to inspire more questions 
than answers.  The Boomerang effect is a term I use 
to illustrate a way to learn.   As a learner, where 
did you start ? Remember the type of questions you 
asked?  "Why?", "When?", or "How come?"  This is 
an invitation to return back to the beginning of 
curiosity. I hope not to answer your questions, rather 
to create more questions on your path of discovery.  
This guide is meant to be a safe pace to throw out 
ideas and explore new thoughts.  

     

 So where do you start?  

“The principle goal of education is to create men who are 
capable of doing new things, not simply of repeating what 

other generations have done – men who are creative, 
inventive and discoverers.” — Jean Piaget 



How to Get Started: 

Double click to edit text

Write 10 things about where you are sitting right now.  What 
have you not notice before? Use all your senses to explore.   
What does the texture feel like? Does it roll or stand still? How 
many people sat there before you? What makes it unique?  Do 
this activity quickly.  Do not censor. GO! 
You can do the same activity with any familiar object.

(Activity can be found in, "How to Become an Explorer of the World
 by  Keri Smith. )

Be Brave.  

Embrace a Growth Mindset.  

Ask Questions. 

Invite your students to get involved. 

 "Nothing creates a greater sense of community 
in a class than honoring the simple notion that 
each student is worth listening to," (Staley, 2016)

Remember the classroom belongs to the learner.  

Design a space so that when learners enter, the space 
informs them of the intent of the learning 
about to occur. 

Start small.  Start with your chair. 



The aspects of things that are 
most important for us are 
hidden because of their 

simplicity and familiarity. (One 
is unable to notice something- 

because it is always before 
one's eyes.)

-Ludwig Wittgenstein 



Connect everything together. 

Once you start looking you'll notice that everything 
interacts & connects with each other. 

Embrace the Mess. 

Creative change takes time. 

Trust your inner child.

Remembers what it is like to explore and do 
things fearlessly.  

Add, alter or expand anything within this guide.

The guide is only meant to be a starting point. The 
last pages are meant for you to add your own ideas. 
Your ideas are the boomerang.  What will it 
capture along the way?  



No problem! Creativity is not about ability 
or inability, it's about looking at your 
world with eyes to see new modes of 
discovery. "The desire to create is one of 
the deepest yearning of the soul. No 
matter our talent, education, backgrounds, 
or abilities, we each have an inherent wish 
to create something that did not exist 
before." Dieter F. Uchtdorf 

be 
Brave

You might say, 
“I’m not the creative type. 
When I sing, I’m always half a 
tone above or below the note. I 
cannot draw a line without a 
ruler,  My Art never devolved 
past the 2nd grade. And I can 
never get the idea in my head 
out right on paper.”



“The principle goal of education is to 

create men who are capable of doing 

new things, not simply of repeating what 

other generations have done – men who 

are creative, inventive and discoverers.”  

-Jean Piaget

Psychologist known for pioneering 

work in Child Development 



“Becoming is better than being” 
Carol S. Dweck

The world of creativity extends beyond the limits 

of a canvas or paint brush, musical instrument or 

note, sheet of paper or pen.  No tool is required. 

All you need is to be BRAVE.  



What does judgment free learning 

look like?  

Feel like?  

Sound like? 

What d
id you

 

make t
oday?

 

Start a learning journal and record your 
observations in each category for a week. 
Jot down any thoughts that comes to you. 
Do not censor.  What do your observations 
reveal about your learning environment? 

Mista
kes.



To learn more about Praise vs. 
Encouragement, read chapter 7 of Mindset, 

by Carol Dweck.

OR
How do you brainstorm with your class?  
Visit TED Blog: How to run a brainstorm 

for introverts (and extroverts too),
 by Laura McClure. 

D i s c o v e r  M o r e

https://blog.ted.com/how-to-run-a-brainstorm-for-introverts-and-extroverts-too/
https://blog.ted.com/how-to-run-a-brainstorm-for-introverts-and-extroverts-too/


B u i l d  a  B r i d g e
Use objects found in your room. Scrap paper, cups, 
pencils or paper clips.  Anything can be used. 
Collaborate with others or explore on your own.  
What can the structure of a bridge teach you?  
What kind of bridge would you create if you were 
the first to ever build one? What is the purpose of 
your bridge? Don't worry about making it perfect.  
This activity is about imagination, not functionality.  
Build it in 15 minutes or less.



“Why waste time proving over and over 
how great you are, when you could be 
getting better? Why hide deficiencies 
instead of overcoming them? Why look 
for friends or partners who will just shore 
up your self-esteem instead of ones who 
will also challenge you to grow? And why 
seek out the tried and true, instead of 
experiences that will stretch you? The 
passion for stretching yourself and 
sticking to it, even (or especially) when 
it’s not going well, is the hallmark of the 
growth mindset. This is the mindset that 
allows people to thrive during some of the 
most challenging times in their lives.” 

Carol S. Dweck, Mindset: The New Psychology Of Success



Graphic Map Source:  8 Characteristics of the Innovator’s Mindset: 



The Principle of Change - https://georgecouros.ca/blog/archives/4783 



Mistakes are the scaffolding of learning.  
Mistakes lead to more questions and build 

innovative classrooms.  They help us 
become empathetic, observant, creative, 

resilient and reflective. 

Want to Learn More? 

Check out this book 

form the Library. 



Write one word on a single slip of paper.  Place each 
word strip in a bag.  Stuck on what words to choose?  
Start with one of your favorite things.   What do 
you notice? Describe everything you see.   Use the 
word strips to help tell your story. 

D e s i g n  a  W o r d  B a g

How do you tell a story? 

Bicycle Typogram by Aaron Kuehn

Word bag activity inspired What It Is, by Lynda Barry 

http://archive.doobybrain.com/2011/01/10/bicycle-typogram-by-aaron-kuehn/


Did you know brain patterns can be 
synced together? 

 There is compelling research connecting brain activity 

of speakers and listeners in conversation, illustrating 

how our brains engage together to "exhibit coupled 

response patterns" .  Why does this matter?  Teachers 

who seek to  connect with their students on an 

emotional and biochemical level can use the art of 

storytelling. 

The Power of Stories:   & 

If you want to learn more, read the 2010 study in The National Academy of Sciences: 
Speaker–Listener Neural Coupling Underlies Successful Communication 

http://www.pnas.org/content/107/32/14425.abstract


Songs are stories in rhythm. 

Create a personal soundtrack.  
What songs inspire you? Choose songs that 

express something about your learning 
environment.

Play the soundtrack in the morning to start 
the day or to signal a new task.

What sound track would your 
students create?  

(Activity inspired by the book, The Imaginary World of (Your name Here)  by Keri Smith)



What about a question bag? 

Why is my blood red? 

What is the worlds most hairy animal?

How do I know that I'm real 
and not just a dream of 

someone else?

Do plants sleep?

Why am I right handed? 

Questions inspired by Why Don't my 
Eyelashes Grow ,by Beth Ann Ditkoff 



“My mother made me a scientist without ever 

intending to. Every other mother in Brooklyn 

would ask her child after school, “So did you 

learn anything today?  Not my mother. “Izzy,” 

she would say, “did you ask a good question 

today?” That difference—asking good questions—

made me become a scientist."
-Nobel laureate scientist Isidor Isaac Rabi



Count to 10, one number at a time. 

Challenge:  Once you start, there can be no verbal 
communication for who will say what number.  If 
two people say a number at the same time,  start 
over.  Change the number according to class size.

Use the same technique to spell a word as a class 
or to name steps in a process.  

C o u n t  t o  1 0 !  

10



?
W h o  o r  w h a t  i s  t h a t ?  

Have you been in a room with lots of people and 
wondered who they are?  What is their story? 

Have you been in a new place and wondered why things 
were constructed in a certain way?  

Next time you're in this situation, don't ask the question.  
Answer it!  What can you observe about the room or the 
people?  Craft your own story and then compare it with 
a friend.  What did they notice that you did not? What 
made you happy or sad? What did you ignore that your 
friend emphasized? 

 How were your assumptions challenged?  Did you 
broaden your perspectives?  

Activity inspired by A Whole New Mind by Daniel H. Pink

Daniel H. Pink

"People often interpret the same clues very 
differently based on their own life experiences."  



What do you see in the cropped image? 
What ideas has it stimulated?  Finish the design anyway 
you feel inspired?   

W H A T  D O  Y O U  S E E ?   

Want to learn
to see more?



D i s c o v e r  M o r e

Read the classic account of famous scientist, 
Samuel H. Scudder, on the importance of first-
hand observation, and deliberate, purposeful 
inquiry. This true story is widely used in colleges 
and universities across the U.S. as a teaching tool 
in all disciplines and subject matters.

 Look again; look again!

Read: Let's Take Another Look At The 
Fish:  The Writing Process as Discovery 

 

https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/download/nwp_file/328/Lets_Take_Another_Look.pdf?x-r=pcfile_d
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/download/nwp_file/328/Lets_Take_Another_Look.pdf?x-r=pcfile_d


Is your classroom designed for the 
teacher Or for the students? 

Do you have a space for gathering (not in desks)?

Do you have a space for creating? 

Do you have a space for reading? 

Do you have a space for movement? 

Ideal Classroom Design by Teacher Diana Huang

D o e s  y o u r  
s p a c e  
i n s p i r e  
d i s c o v e r y ?  



Source: 
https://www.edtechteam.com/
inspiringspaces/



-Author Unknown



I f  you could ma il yourself across 

country ,  where would you go? 

What ' s  the smallest s ize Box you 

could squeeze yourself into? 

A cubic yard? A cubic meter?  What is 

the volume of your box? How much do 

you think it might cost?

Activity inspired by I hate Mathematics Book, by Marilyn burns (One of 
todays most highly respected mathematics educators).



Can you connect all 
the dots without 
lifting your pencil? 

Can you draw the 
shape without lifting 
your pencil or 
retracing a line? 

Can you th ink outs ide  the box? 

What other shapes can you make 
with one continuous line?



 Problems are 
nothing but wake-up 
calls for creativity.

             G e r h a r d  G s c h w a n d t n e r



I f  y o u  c a n  i m a g i n e  i t ,  
y o u  c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  i t .

Have you ever wanted to time travel? 

Where would you go? Why?
Past or Future? 

Think of a time and place you would like to visit 
or revisit. What do you imagine it will look like? 
Feel like?  Make a sketch of your impressions.  Do 
some research and compare with your sketch.  
 



T i m e  T r a v e l  S k e t c h



Classroom Experiment:
For one week, end each day by gathering in a 
circle and expressing one thing you appreciate 
about the day. 

H o w  c a n  g r a t i t u d e  &  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  c h a n g e  y o u r  

c l a s s r o o m  e n v i r o n m e n t ?  

Write your observations here: 

Have you noticed an increase feeling of community? 



D o e s  L a n g u a g e  M a t t e r ?  

How does your language reflect the type of 
learning environment you wish to cultivate? 

?

Language that promotes Unity: 
Team, Cohort, Lead, Mentor, Teacher

Language that promotes power:
Supervisor, Manager, Boss, 
Administrator                

Pronouns that reflect community:
We, Our, Us

Pronouns that reflect self-importance:
I, Me, Mine 

Terms that look outward to grow inward:
Questions, Feedback, Guidance 

Terms that look outward to grow 
outward:
Praise, Accolades, Acclaim 

Growth environments:
Development, Teach-one-Another, Progress
 Accountability

Behavioristic environments: 
Train, Punish, reward, Obedience 



 How can expressing appreciation and 
gratitude increase your happiness? 

Watch:  An Experiment in Gratitude | The 
Science of Happines

What do you know about Positive 
Psychology?  Explore the article in 

Harvard Magazine by Craig Lambert.

Read: The Science of Happiness: Psychology 
explores humans at their best.

 

D i s c o v e r  M o r e

&

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHv6vTKD6lg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHv6vTKD6lg
http://harvardmag.com/pdf/2007/01-pdfs/0107-26.pdf
http://harvardmag.com/pdf/2007/01-pdfs/0107-26.pdf
http://harvardmag.com/pdf/2007/01-pdfs/0107-26.pdf


1. Divide a piece of paper in half and then in half again, 
creating 4 boxes.  
2. In box one, write a question. 
3.  Crumple paper and throw snowball at specific target.
4. Collect snowballs.  One per person. 
5. In box 2, write the answer to the question. 
6.  Repeat. 

A n o n y m o u s  S n o w b a l l s

X



What  p e r s o n a l  e x pe r t i s e  d o e s  

e a c h  s t u den t  h ave  i n  y ou r  

c l a s s r o om?  

Wha t  c o u l d  y ou r  s t u den t s  t e a c h  

t h e  c l a s s ?  

Read: A 4-Part System for Getting to Know Your Students

To learn more about getting to know your 
students, visit Cult of Pedagogy.

What makes  each learner  

un i que?  

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/relationship-building/


Who ARE your 

students?  how do they 

identify themselves? 

Parents Divorced

Lonely

Missunderstood 

ADHD

Hungry

Abused

In Foster Care

Minority 

Depressed Happy

Addicted to Drugs

Self Conscious

Validated 

Loved 

Hopeful

Unseen

Learning Disability 



B o o k s  E v e r y  
C r e a t o r  

S h o u l d  O w n  



Books  that  make you  sm ile :  



Books that help Educate :





Books  w i t h  C r eat i v e  D e s i g n s :  



What books would you recommend ? 



How do you discover the world around you? 
Y o u r  T u r n :





What would you add to 
this gu ide?

What idea would you l Ike 
to expand on? 



N e w  I d e a s :  



I N S P I R A T I O N S :



T h i n g s  t o  t a k e  R i s k s  o n :



T h i n g s  t o  l e a r n  

m o r e  a b o u t :



Education is not 
preparation for life; 

education is life itself.
- John  Dewey
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